


Save Special Places, Save Special Species

In early November of last year, I
read an article in the Chesapeake
Bay Journal that disturbed me
greatly. It was about the recent
extinction of the Maryland Darter.
Neither IRLC nor I have a direct
connection to this particular
stream dwelling minnow, however
the principles that guide us in our
conservation efforts certainly are
relevant.

My connection to stream darters
goes back to my childhood growing
up on our farm in central Ohio.
These mysterious rainbow-colored
minnows inhabited every shady
riftle of our spring fed Sycamore
Creek. I spent my summers
snorkeling underwater marveling at
these and other stream interesting
minnows such as sculpins, dace and
chub minnows as we called them,
but my favorites were the darters.

In due time, I grew up and moved
away from our magical farm to
chase my career and raise my
family. When my children were
small, we were crammed into a tiny
apartment in Seoul, Korea for four
years. Asa method to keep our
sanity while living in the middle
of a city among 25 million people,
I would share my memories of
my boyhood explorations in great

anticipation of one day sharing this
magical creek and its underwater
world with my children when we
returned to our family farm.

Upon our return to my beloved
Sycamore Creek, we set off early
one morning with high hopes of
reconnecting with these special fish.
We seined, netted, and snorkeled
all of my childhood haunts and

we could not find any darters.
None. It was at that moment that

I realized just how 30+ years of
suburb expansion from Columbus’s
growth was impacting our beloved
creek’s water quality and its aquatic
inhabitants.

Just upstream from our property
now stood developments of
hundreds of large suburban homes
with individual septic system

and leach fields that eventually
drained into our creek. Lush

green manicured lawns enabled by
herbicide and pesticide application
had replaced dense forests that had
kept the creek water cool while also
serving a nutrient filter and natural
buffer that protected water quality
and wildlife that called our stream
their home. All of the trees that had
once provided the necessary shade
to keep water temperatures cool had
been bulldozed away.

Each day, I wish that this special
area had been protected in
perpetuity in the same way that
over 2,500 acres of IRLC forests,
wetlands and streams are protected.

Land protection is an essential
cornerstone of the IRLC mission.
Through habitat preservation, we
also protect inhabitants- all the flora
and fauna that call this special place
home too.

The human drumbeat of progress
continues, and we often don't notice
the pressure caused by development
on our landscapes until the
consequences are irreversible.
Therefore, it is essential to continue
to expand the scale and pace of
land conservation. Even here in

the North Country the reality of
population growth and associated
development is very real. We must
do everything we can to protect
land so that our children and their
grandchildren can experience the
same wonders we have each time we
hike through one of our preserves.

James Wylie Huffman IIT
Executive Director
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"I don't know about you,
but I'm feeling 22!"

If you are feeling 22 too, then you
must be part of our 22’ for 2022
campaign! If not, then it’s time
you join the growing number of
supporters who are one of the 22.

How does it work? Become

one of the first 22’ by making a
donation to our campaign. We're
looking for 22 - first time donors,
22 - $25/month donors, 22 -

$250 donations and 22 - $1,000
donations. It's as simple as that and
you'll be one of the 22’ supporting
IRLC initiatives in 2022.
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Wangari Maathai, a Kenyan
environmental activist and the
first African woman to win the
Nobel Peace Prize believes that
“We owe it to ourselves and to

the next generation to conserve
the environment so that we

can bequeath our children a
sustainable world that benefits all”

Your belief in and support of
the IRLC mission is inspiring.
We continue to protect the
extraordinary landscape of
rocky, wooded uplands and the
teaming wetlands, lakes and

streams that are the Indian River
watershed. At the same time, we
are nurturing a new generation
so they understand and believe in
the importance of protecting our
region’s natural resources.

A special thanks to our Supporters
who are already part of the 22’ for
2022. They all know that giving is
not just about making a donation,
it's about making a difference.

If you want to make a difference,
become one of the 22’ for 2022 at
IndianRiverLakes.org.




Celebrating the Indian River Lakes for 24 Years

Make sure to save the date for this
year’s Celebration of the Lakes!

This year’s Celebration will be at the
Thousand Islands Winery on the
evening of Saturday, August 20th.

Once again, we look forward

to bringing people together, to
enjoy one another’s company,

and to have the opportunity to
share and celebrate all of IRLC’s
accomplishments in protecting the
land and lakes that we all love.

The venue will be an outdoor event
and Funkadelphia will provide the
entertainment, performing from an
outdoor bandstand.

We are excited to provide the most
delectable barbeque in the entire
northeast with Dinosaur Barbeque
from Syracuse!

The highlight of the evening will be
both our silent and live auctions,
which will offer an interesting variety
of fun bundles and packages.

Conserving Precious Land

“The purpose of Conservation:
The greatest goods to the greatest
number of people for the longest
time. “ Gifford Pinchot

Are you interested in donating land
to IRLC? The IRLC accepts land
gifts to include conservation lands
as well as residential, industrial,

or commercial properties. Land
donations such as these will likely
qualify for a tax deduction for the
tull value of your gifts.

Land donations are one of the finest
legacies a person can give to both
humanity and wildlife in perpetuity.
In IRLC’s 24 years of existence,

we have been fortunate that a few
people have generously donated
large tracks of land that we know
today as Redwood Hill Preserve,

Grand Lake Reserve, and Baker
Woods Preserve.

These gifts have enabled our entire
community to enjoy over 20 miles
of trails traversing boreal forests,
teeming wetlands, and unspoiled
lake shorelines that are as beautiful
today as they were hundreds of years
ago.

IRLC also acquires land through
federal grant programs such

as North American Waterfowl
Conservation Act (NAWCA) and
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
(GLRI). These programs provide
funding for land trusts to purchase
critical shoreline, wetland and
forest habitats. IRLC has used
these funding sources to acquire
portions of Grand Lake Reserve,

Celebration of the Lakes is our favorite
evening of the entire year because we
get to share the evening with you, the
most fantastic supporters on the planet.

We look forward to seeing you there!

If you enjoy planning parties, meeting
new people, and would like to be a
part of Celebration’s success, we invite
you to join our Celebration of the
Lakes Committee. If interested, please
contact us at 315-482-4757 or info@
indianriverlakes.org.

Baker Woods Preserve, and Indian
River Preserve. Properties sold to
IRLC through these grant programs
can offer tax incentives for the seller
through “Bargain Sales” in which the
land is sold to the land trust for less
than fair market value.

As conservationists, we take great
solace in knowing these protected
lands will never be subdivided or
developed and that the properties
will only continue to become wilder
and more pristine through the gentle
stewardship of time.

If you are interested in making

a land donation to IRLC, please
email Wylie Huffman, our
executive director, at jwhuffman@
indianriverlakes.org or

call 315-482-4757.



Water Quality Conference takes a Community Focus

It's hard to believe that on June 10th,
2022 IRLC will be hosting our fifth
annual water quality conference! Over
the years our conference has grown

in size and the content presented
continues to address our lakes and their
challenges, thanks to the input we have
received from our Lake Associations
and quarterly Lake Leaders Summits.

This year’s conference will address
Hazardous Algal Blooms (HABs)
and new technology emerging out of
Clarkson University that may be able
to mitigate the blooms effects on our
ability to enjoy our lakes. A second
session on natural shorelines will

empower lakeside property owners to
take action to improve water quality on
their lakes by planting native aquatic
plants that help stabilize shorelines,
improve wildlife habitat, and filter
nutrient runoft from septic systems.
Our conference will also address the
emerging invasive species threat of
Water Chestnut and its imminent
spread into the Indian River Lakes to
include a hands-on aquatic invasive
plant identification session.

The afternoon session will be facilitated
by IRLC volunteer Mike Lovegreen,
enabling participants to identify values
relevant to their lake in regard to water

quality and lake related recreational
activities. The day will wrap up with a
social and networking "mixer" held on
our Butterfield Lake Overlook Deck.
The following morning, attendees will
regroup to begin developing plans of
action that their lake associations can
implement to protect their identified
values from the day prior.

Remember to save the date and
registration information will be
forthcoming in the early springtime.
We look forward to your partnership as
we fight to maintain and improve the
water quality in our Indian River Lakes!

Nurturing the Hearts & Minds of our Children in the Outdoors

Nature is an ultimate teacher

when it comes to learning about
our world and ourselves. Time
spent connecting with nature can
impart wisdom to us about balance,
reciprocity, growth, abundance,
community, and even love.

One lesson that I find comfort in
learning over and over starts with
the emotive realization of our
smallishness in the presence of
expansiveness ecosystems.

Just how many tree rings old are you?
In the forest, beholding the mighty
Oak, we learn that he has earned his
title after many seasons of life. But
how do you truly answer a question
like, "Momma, how old is the River?"

¢ Northern New York

How is it that looking up-close at

a vernal pool can make you both
gigantic, yet so meager in relation
to its awesomeness and the years of
evolution that have created such a
symbiotic community of critters?

It occurs to me that we often speak
of our missions - both individual
and organizational - as needing to
make a big impact, but what if all
that we are meant to do is make a
small and meaningful impact?

After all, a small impact on a small
person could make a big ripple.

Heidi Sourwine
Program Coordinator
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Thank-You to our 2022 Sponsors who signed on early to support Youth Environmental Education in our Community.
Ask us about becoming how you can become a business sponsor or partner in our Youth Programming.



In Gratitude for your Support in 2021

In Honor:
Doris Nagel Baker
Kay Bolivar
Fred Belcher
Moolee Bunnag
Marjorie & Elliott D. Hillback, Jr.
Spaziani Estates

In Memory:
Theresa Barney
Moolee Bunnag

James Dineen
John Dineen
Elizabeth May Duvall
Janice Cholet Holmes &
Allen Frederick Holmes
Deborah Holmes Hoffman &
Frederic E. Hoffman
Doug Gates
Richard & Nancy McCloskey
Sandra Mattingly
Mark Mitchell
Mike & Jean Ogden
Uncle Sam Rizzo
Calvert Shelton
Walter Schneider
William F. Sterling
Richard Towle
David Von Ancken

Arlon & Judith Adams
Robert Adams
Beverly Sterling-Affinati
Rob & Maureen Aiken
Amy Alexander
John Allen
The Allen Family
Antique Boat Museum
Bud & Diane Ames
Alice & Bob Andrews
Lori Arnot
Aubertine and Currier Architects,

Engineers, and Land Surveyors, PLLC

David Babb
Steve & Cathy Backus
Hanna & Jon Baker
Bella Brooke Vineyard
Bruce & Susan Bassity
Fred & Rosemarie Belcher
Peter & Sharry Berzins
Carl Boler
Stephen & Kay Bolivar
James & Gail Borkman
Mike & Lynn Bradley
Lorri Lofvers & George Bradley
Donald & Kelly Breen
Margaret & Terence Brennen

Broadwell Hospitality Group
James Brown
Scott & Lynn Brown
Andy & Pam Brunet
Joyce Brunet
Charles V. Burlingame
Tristan Burns
Spencer & Laice Busler
Butterfield Lake Boat Owners Association
Butterfield Lake Cottage Owners Association
Jan Byington
Dick Campany
Matthew & Linda Carney
The Liam Carney Family
Sinéad Carney & Anthony Démetri
Harold & Shirley Carpenter
Jeffrey & Priscilla Cashmore
Prof. David Castanon & Ms. Brenda Metzler
Mr. & Mrs. William Catlin
Dave Champagne
Mike & Libby Chetwin
Rowena Miller & Dave Ciechanowski
Jacob Clark
The Clayton Family
Clear Lake Cottage Association
Martha S. Cline
John & Diane Coates
Gerard & Kathleen Cole
Dawn Colucci
John & Melinda Comstock
Scott Connelly
Phyllis Connelly
Jerome R. Connor
ConTech Building
Joe & Marian Coon
Kevin & Diana Corbishley
Jim & Mary Corriveau
Coughlin Business Group
Cranberry Boggs Primitive Decor
Ken Cupernall
Toni Daino
Gary & Myra Dake
Steven Daniel
The Del Carmen Family
Gloria & William V. Delaney, Jr.
Shanna & Tom Deng
Steve & Vici Diehl
Mary A. Dineen
John & Judy Dixon
Carl & Liberty Donders
Jim & Mary Douglas
Michael & Janice Douglass
Allen & Terry Drake
Mary Dresser
Steven & Betsy DuBois
David Duff & Susie Wood
Ken & Lori Dupra
David & Barbara Dupra

Karina Hoffman Dussinger &
Craig L. Dussinger
Richard Duvall
The Elizabeth May Duvall Foundation
Juliana Eames
Echos on the Lake
Richard & Kathy Edgar
The Eggleston Family
Jeanne Emery
Craig & Patricia Esford
Patricia & Dr. Joeseph D. Ferrone, Jr.
Laurie Fitzsimmons
Richard & Helen Fuhrman
Susan Garcia-Tunon
Karen Bald & Nadine Gardner
Martha & Randy Gardner
Al & Jean Gianfagna
The Gionet Family
Jim & Liz Golembeski
Grass Lake Association
Lin Griffin
George. S. Hadden
Bob & Pat Hallatt
Arthur A. Hallatt
Willis Haller
The Clifford Thorpe Hammond Family
Craig & Kathy Handschuh
Peter & Karen Haswell
Paul Hetzler
Marjorie & Elliott D. Hillback, Jr.
Robert Allen Holmes &
Joyce Westlake Holmes
Allison Holmes
Christie Holmes Fusi
David Cholet Holmes
Lydia & James Huffman, III
John Humphreys & Tracey Bach
The Adam Hungerford Family
Mary & Guy Hunneyman
Preservation Alliance of Hyde Lake
Indian River Central School Board of Education
Carmine & Andrea Inserra
Martha B. Jablonski
Paul Jenkins
JK's Roadhouse
Ryan & Kim Jock
Catherine Johansen Lafferty
Mathew Johansen
Nancy Christie Johansen
Barbara Johnson
The Johnson Family
Judith W. Jones
Jim & Janet Kabel
George & Chris Kabel
Andrew Kane
The Kearney Family
Willie & Judy Keeler
Ruth & Emmett Kelsey



Kathy Killeen
Mike & Sherri Kimber
Paul & Kathleen Klink
Kon-Servit Inc.
Carol Kozin
Penny & Gene Kring
Lafave, White, & McGivern, LS, PC
Mark & Wendy LaLonde
Land of Lakes Shoppette & Gas
Mark & Deanna Leary
Bill & Sara Leo
Joseph & Kathleen Leskoske
Rick & Barbara Lopez
Mike & Elaine Lovegreen
Carol Lovenguth
Dawn Lyndaker
Maryann & Dan Mack
Linda MacQueen
Alden Maddry
Nels & Deborah Magnuson
Leonard F. Main Jr.
Christopher Malotte
Tyler G. Malotte & Sara Te
Joanne Gilbert & Kevin Malotte
John & Mary Marcon
Judy Cornick & Ralph Marino
Carolyn Marlowe
Kiersten Hoffman Marquart &
John B. Marquart &
Ashton, Calum, & Erin Marquart
Nancy Martel
Michael & Cindy Martin
David P. Martin
Dave & Gretchen Martin
Martin's Produce & Greenhouse
Kim Martusewicz
Bill & Judy Mattingly
Rex May
Jenny McCloskey
Martha McDowell
Martha McFall
The McFarren Family
Doris & Scott McLallen
John & Lorry McMahon
Don & Katy Metzger
Millsite Lake Prop. Owner's Association
Karen Millspaugh
Miss Laura's Diner
Steven Mix
Moon Lake Preservation Council
Mike & Becky Morgia
Lynn Morgan
Bill & Judy Munro
Pam Nelson
The Nesbitt Familly
Susan Burns and Nami Nesterowicz
Allan P. Newell
John & Linda Nixon
Patrick Noone
North Country Bird Club
North Country Seed & Feed
Northern NY Community Foundation
Cindy & Tom Novobilski

Tom & Gail Noyes
Jerry & Tammi O'Brien
Tom & Sheila O'Brien
John & Lisa O'Driscoll
Kathy Orchard
Brian Overbey
Louis Panunzio
Stephen W. Parker
Joe & Edie Paquini
Richard & Lorraine Peal
Victoria Pendergast
Ron & Diane Perry
Terry M. Petrie
Philanthropic Educational Organization
Chapter CP
Lonnie & Teresa Phipps
Rene & Lorene Porte
Dr. & Mrs. Dale S. Porter
Betsy Price
Price Chopper
Michael Ray
RBC Wealth Management
Red Rock Cottage Association
Tim & Megan Reddick
Redwood Historical Society
The Regan Family
Mary E. Regan
Douglas & Patricia Regester
Candace Rhea
Michael Ringer
Ripley, Garlock & Assoc. Financial Planning Group
Carol Rivers
Jeanine & Daniel C. Rizzo, Jr.
Daniel & Gail Rizzo
David & Jennifer Rizzo
John & Sue Rizzo
Carl & Arlene Rode
David & Cindy Rose
The Roulin Family
Robert & Susan Rusch
Mary Ryan
Evelyn Saphier
Rob Sartwell
Richard & Sally Sauer
Mark & Louise Scarlett
Elizabeth Scarlett
Clifford & Barbara Schell
Brooks & Gayle Schneider
Kenneth A. Schwarz & Linda Watson
Jan & Doug Scott
Dr. Michael & Ellen Seidman
Daniel F. Sherman
Alexander P. & Sandra F. Shine
Peter & Kathy Shue
Sixberry Lake Association
Slye Law Offices, P.C.
Dawn & Warren Smith
Jeff & Jerry Smith
Jerry P. Smith
George & Joan Smith
Bill & Kathy Sommer
Michael Vincent John Spaziani
Jenny Spencer

Gary & Catherine Squires
St. Lawrence University
Janet & James W. Stamps, Jr.
Martha Standish & Carol Taddei
Mark Stehm
Marie & John Steinbeck
Cindy Stewart
Art & Monica Strife
Michele Whalen & Valerie Summer
Sunrise Building Supply of Syracuse
Stephen & June Swallow
Michael & Janice Sweeney
Brent Sweet
Dr. Susan Rosenthal
The Turner Inn
Theresa Progress Group
L.P. Thompson Insurance
Ronald G. & Tammy Thomson
Thousand Islands Cruet
Butch & Kathy Tipper
Paula & John Tobin
Daniel Tordy
Mike and Becky Trick
Twin Trees Foundation
Cooper Uliano
Uncle Sam's Boat Tours
Nancy & Roland Van Deusen
Tina & Kenneth VanHatten
Gerald & Nancy VanOrden
Frank Venditti
David Vickers
Thomas & Audrey Voss
Amy Wakefield
Richard G. Walck
Timothy, Joy, & Joe Walker
Craig & Sally Waterstraat
Joseph Wameling
Karen Warden Wood
Watertown Savings Bank
Mat & Barb Webber
Robert West
Lynn & Kirsten Whipple
The Whitman Family
Judy Drabicki & Lee Willbanks
Tom & Pat Williams
Kathey Gibbs Williams
Beth Williams
Charles & Judy Willis
Robert & Gail Wright
David & Lynne Wurster
Joanne & Martin Yaddow
Yesteryear's Vintage Doors
Debbie Hoveland & Bill Young
Vintage Wine Estates
David & Mary Lou Zimpfer
Rachel May Zysk

Giving our donors proper
recognition is vitally important to
us. We apologize for any errors or
omissions and ask that you email

any needed corrections to us at
info@indianriverlakes.org.
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Indian River Lakes u.s.PrX;lsDtage
CONSERVANCY Permit No 108
Protect « Learn « Enjoy « Forever Watertown, NY 13&)1
PO Box 27 * 43982 Stine Rd.
Redwood, NY 13679
(315) 482 - 4757
Stay in Touch...
Sign up to receive our electronic
updates via IndianRiverLakes.org.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Elliott Hillback, Chair
Butterfield Lake & Needham, MA ]Oll’l us fOI’ an upcomlng event...
Mary Corriveau, Treasurer . . .
Siberry Lake & Watertown. NY Nature Talks: Raptor Migration April 2nd
‘ Anna Stunkel presents on Zoom
George Kabel, Secretary in partnership with the Depauville Library 10:00 am
Millsite Lake & Cranford, NJ . ) o oth
Club WHIRL Spring Hike April 9
Lynn Brown Teens are invited to Baker Woods 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Sixberry Lake & Theresa, NY
. . North Country Bird Club Event April 13
Mike Chetwin First Part of a Two Part Series, (Part 2 on May 14h)
Black Lake & Central Square, NY
. Spring Stewardship Day April 237
Judy Cornick Grand Lake Reserve at 9:00 am
Alexandria Bay, NY & Fort Meyers, FL
Birds, Blossoms, & Bugs Hike May 7th
Suzanne _Fayette Dr. Thomas Langen, Grand Lake Reserve at 9:00 am
Alexandria Bay, NY
Rebecca Reed Home-Scale Forest Gardening June 4t
with Dani Baker at Cross Island Farms 10:00 am
Carthage, NY
stephen Swallow I\;\’;terd%%agity Cogference June 10® & 11tk
Chippewa Bay, NY & Richmond, Rl edwood Hill Preserve 9:00 am
Save the Date...
STAFF .
T Member Meeting June 21*
. ie Huffman
Y S "(.‘E DIr& Black Lake Water Chestnut Pull June 25t
Executive Director < ) Kids' Nature Camp July 19th - 21st
A L IECELCAI % (4 a Celebration of Lakes August 20t
i 2,3 TRV
Program Coordinator “arian co® Events are regularly added. For a full listing of events and event details, visit indianriverlakes.org.

Sarah Trick

Watershed Coordinator
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