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Your Support Makes A BIG Difference!

Did you know that IRLC’s Project WHIRL Program for High 
School Students was recently recognized in the Izaak Walton 
League’s “Outdoor America” national magazine?    

Did you know that the Land Trust Alliance national magazine 
‘Saving Lands” also recognized Project WHIRL as a leading 
program for engaging teenagers in environmental stewardship?  

Did you know that all IRLC Children’s Education programs, 
Kids' Nature Camps, Family Programs, and Adult Educational 
Programs are free-of-charge?

Please help us continue this tradition of excellence and 
accessibility for all by making a gift to the Indian River Lakes 
Conservancy's Capital Campaign.

Your gift will have a meaningful and direct impact on children 
by providing them with unforgettable experiences and teaching 
them to be lifelong environmental stewards of the Indian River 
Lakes and our local habitats and resources.

THANK YOU



Looking Forward to a Watershed YearLooking Forward to a Watershed Year!!

James Wylie Huffman IIIJames Wylie Huffman III
Executive DirectorExecutive Director

One day it is a winter day in February 2020, One day it is a winter day in February 2020, 
and the next thing you know it is a winter and the next thing you know it is a winter 
day in February 2021. As they say, “the day in February 2021. As they say, “the 
days are long, but the years are short.”days are long, but the years are short.”

Working towards goals can sometimes Working towards goals can sometimes 
feel like that too.  We work day-by-day feel like that too.  We work day-by-day 
building relationships with our community building relationships with our community 
members and partners and making efforts members and partners and making efforts 
to grow our rate and scale of conservation, to grow our rate and scale of conservation, 
protection, and stewardship of the lakes protection, and stewardship of the lakes 
and lands we love.  We sprinkle seeds, and lands we love.  We sprinkle seeds, 
water them, and repeat.water them, and repeat.

We are driven by knowing we are going in We are driven by knowing we are going in 
the right direction, little by little, and then the right direction, little by little, and then 
it happens... a watershed moment when it happens... a watershed moment when 
everything comes together. I’m talking everything comes together. I’m talking 
about the awaited confirmation that one’s about the awaited confirmation that one’s 
effort has created enough momentum and effort has created enough momentum and 
vivacity to animate a vision and make it vivacity to animate a vision and make it 
flow like a River in spring.flow like a River in spring.

This year is becoming a Watershed Year This year is becoming a Watershed Year 
for IRLC, and I want to share with you the for IRLC, and I want to share with you the 
evolution of how it is coming to be.  evolution of how it is coming to be.  

Last year we increased our communication Last year we increased our communication 
with lake associations and determined with lake associations and determined 
Eurasian Watermilfoil was a significant Eurasian Watermilfoil was a significant 
threat to our lakes.   threat to our lakes.   

We spoke with as many Milfoil experts as We spoke with as many Milfoil experts as 
we could find and we connected with Dr. we could find and we connected with Dr. 
Diana White, a Clarkson mathematical Diana White, a Clarkson mathematical 
biologist who was completing a DEC biologist who was completing a DEC 
research grant on modeling sustainable research grant on modeling sustainable 
ways to Milfoil, including the use of ways to Milfoil, including the use of 
weevils.weevils.

Diana agreed to present our first Diana agreed to present our first 
presentation in the presentation in the Together at HomeTogether at Home  
series about her research and what she series about her research and what she 
had learned about sustainable methods of had learned about sustainable methods of 
milfoil control.    milfoil control.    

In late December 2020, we received the In late December 2020, we received the 
exciting news that the long-anticipated NY exciting news that the long-anticipated NY 
State funding for the Land Trust Alliance State funding for the Land Trust Alliance 
Conservation Partnership Program Grant Conservation Partnership Program Grant 
had been released.had been released.

This grant coupled with a few impactful This grant coupled with a few impactful 
donations as matching funds, highlighted donations as matching funds, highlighted 
to our grant committee that we, as an to our grant committee that we, as an 
organization, were ready to take the next organization, were ready to take the next 
step in hiring Jacob Ball as our Watershed step in hiring Jacob Ball as our Watershed 
Coordinator.  Coordinator.  

In Jake's first week in his new role, In Jake's first week in his new role, 
his research discovered some lake his research discovered some lake 
associations in the upper Midwest who associations in the upper Midwest who 
had initiated weevil rearing programs.  had initiated weevil rearing programs.  
He recommended that this would be He recommended that this would be 
a fantastic opportunity to learn how to a fantastic opportunity to learn how to 
harvest and raise our own weevils using harvest and raise our own weevils using 
sustainable practices.sustainable practices.

When Diana White learned of our interest When Diana White learned of our interest 
in rearing weevils, she and her Clarkson in rearing weevils, she and her Clarkson 
colleague, Dr. Michael Twiss recommended colleague, Dr. Michael Twiss recommended 
that we collaborate to submit a Great that we collaborate to submit a Great 
Lakes Research Consortium Grant to Lakes Research Consortium Grant to 
fund IRLC’s  high school program, Project fund IRLC’s  high school program, Project 
WHIRL (Protectors of Water and Habitat WHIRL (Protectors of Water and Habitat 
on the Indian River Lakes) as a vehicle to on the Indian River Lakes) as a vehicle to 
continue Diana’s research and predictive continue Diana’s research and predictive 
modeling while introducing high school modeling while introducing high school 
students to the concepts of watershed students to the concepts of watershed 
management, employing bio control, and management, employing bio control, and 
using mathematical modeling to predict using mathematical modeling to predict 
outcomes.outcomes.

The program will involve college interns The program will involve college interns 
from Clarkson leading high-school students from Clarkson leading high-school students 
under the guidance of their professors. under the guidance of their professors. 
They will make lake and shoreline They will make lake and shoreline 
assessments to determine which lakes are assessments to determine which lakes are 
the best candidates to initiate sustainable the best candidates to initiate sustainable 
weevil-rearing programs to control milfoil.   weevil-rearing programs to control milfoil.   

Then, teens and mentors from the SUNY Then, teens and mentors from the SUNY 
Environmental School of Science and Environmental School of Science and 
Forestry in Syracuse will collect and learn Forestry in Syracuse will collect and learn 
to raise milfoil weevils and research habitat to raise milfoil weevils and research habitat 
protection and water quality on IRLC’s protection and water quality on IRLC’s 
Boyd Pond. Boyd Pond. 

The Milfoil research that will be gathered The Milfoil research that will be gathered 
from this summer’s Project WHIRL has the from this summer’s Project WHIRL has the 
potential to impact sustainable treatment potential to impact sustainable treatment 
methods throughout the U.S. and Canada.   methods throughout the U.S. and Canada.   

We are applying for grants that could scale We are applying for grants that could scale 
up our efforts to connect our local students up our efforts to connect our local students 
with professional researchers for the long-with professional researchers for the long-
term.term.

As if all of this wasn’t enough, we have had As if all of this wasn’t enough, we have had 
a major website developer, “Fresh Since a major website developer, “Fresh Since 
2015, Inc.” offer to design a new website 2015, Inc.” offer to design a new website 
for IRLC for free as a donation to the IRLC.for IRLC for free as a donation to the IRLC.

New and wonderful volunteers have been New and wonderful volunteers have been 
popping up to help with programs. You popping up to help with programs. You 
may have met Dick Campany at our Winter may have met Dick Campany at our Winter 
Wonderland Hike or you might have seen Wonderland Hike or you might have seen 
Judy Keeler snowshoeing at Redwood Judy Keeler snowshoeing at Redwood 
Hill posting clues for our Snowy Sleuthing Hill posting clues for our Snowy Sleuthing 
program.program.

Land Protection continues to expand. Land Protection continues to expand. 
Several acquisition projects are under Several acquisition projects are under 
development, and we’re hoping to give development, and we’re hoping to give 
you the details in the spring newsletter.   you the details in the spring newsletter.   

We all know that all good things come We all know that all good things come 
in all good time, but there’s definitely in all good time, but there’s definitely 
something about the rush of a watershed something about the rush of a watershed 
moment that exhilarates the soul.  Thanks moment that exhilarates the soul.  Thanks 
for being part of our current!for being part of our current!



 

In Gratitude for your Support In Gratitude for your Support in 2020in 2020

Arlon & Judith Adams
Sally & Roger Adams
Beverly Sterling- Affinati & Dennis 
Affinati
Jon Aldrich
The Obrien Family
The John Allen Family
The Allen Family
Bud & Diane Ames
Steve & Donna Anderson
Robert & Alice Andrews
Frances Annese-Bucci
Aubertine and Currier Architects, 
Engineers, and Land Surveyors, PLLC
Steve & Cathy Backus
Veronica Badini
Phillip J. Bajjaly
Hanna Baker
Linda Baker
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David & Debra Bearup
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Alan Boekhout
Stephen & Kay Bolivar
Mike & Bobbi Bolton
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Bill Buck
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Linda Burns
Jon & Janet Burrows
Butterfield Lake Boat Owners 
Association
Butterfield Lake Cottage Owners 
Association
Lia Call & John Goloski
Dick Campany
Beverly & Thomas Campany
Sandra Caputo
Matthew & Linda Carney
Jeffrey & Priscilla Cashmore
Ms. Brenda Metzler & Prof. David 
Castanon  
R. Catlin
Mike & Libby Chetwin
Dave Ciechanowski & Rowena Miller
Steven Cizenski
Clear Lake Cottage Association
Diane & John  Coates

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin P. Coe
Ms. Drew K. Conger
Dr. Mark A. Conger
Phyllis Connelly
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Jean C. Crosby
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Steven & Betsy DuBois
Joe & Pam Duprey
Susie Wood & David Duff 
David & Barbara Dupra
Juliana A. Eames
Dick & Kathy Edgar
Don & Mary Eggleston
Kathryn B. Elliott
Jeanne Emery Velto
Patricia & Dr. Joseph D. Ferrone, Jr.
Amy Fitzsimmons
Richard & Helen Fuhrman
David & Christine Gascon
Al & Jean Gianfagna
Joanne Gilbert & Kevin Malotte
Anton Gilson
Steve Goobic
Brett & Allison Gorham
Grass Lake Association
George S. Hadden
Ralph & Denise Haddock
Earl & Ann Halback
Arthur A. Hallatt
Arthur Q. Hallatt
Pat & Bob Hallatt
Willis Haller
Clifford Hammond
Craig & Kathy Handschuh
Tim & Mary Heckman
David & Diane Heukrath
Marjorie & Elliott D. Hillback, Jr.

Jacqueline & Elliott D. Hillback, III
Terri Hoppenrath & Gepe Zurenda
Andrea & Carmine Inserra
Martha Jablonski
Ashley Jackowski
The Jaeger Family
JK's Roadhouse
Ryan & Kim Jock
Judith W. Jones
George & Christy Kabel
Mara Kaszubinski
Marjorie Kearney
Wilmot & Judy Keeler
Kelly Curry Studios 
Emmett & Ruth Kelsey
Charles Kahrs
Kathy Killeen
R. Michael & Sherri Kimber
Penny & Gene Kring
L P Thompson Insurance
Land of Lakes Shoppette & Gas
David Larrabee
Jack & Lisa LaRue
Mark & Deanna Leary
The LeClerc Family
John & Mary Lockett
Lorri Lofvers
Richard & Barbara Lopez
Michael W. Lovegreen
Carol Lovenguth
Dawn Lyndaker
Alden Maddry
Nels & Debbie  Magnuson
Leonard F. Main Jr.
Tyler G. Malotte & Sara Te
Michael & Gail Maples
Anne Marafino
Carolyn Marlowe
David & Gretchen Martin
Stephen & Nancy Martin
Joshua Baird Mayo
Kevin L. McCarthy
Jenny McCloskey
Martha & Philip McDowell
Doris & Scott McLallen
John & Lorry McMahon
Rebekah & Dennis Mead & Joanne 
Gormley
Luann Elizabeth & Andrew Meyn 
Millsite Lake Prop. Owner's Assoc.
Charles & Nelly Mitchell
Mary Lou Mitchell
Michael & Cathy Mitchell



Steven Mix
Willard Moulton
Mud Lake Assoc.
James Muhs
Kevin & Dawn Murray
Pam Beyor-Murtha & John P. Murtha
Janice C. Myers
Bethany E. Neuroth
Sheila Newtown
John & Linda Nixon
Jana Norris
North Country Spouses' Club
Northern NY Community Foundation
Tom & Gail Noyes
Tom & Shiela O'Brien
John & Lisa O`Driscoll
Richard & Kathy Ott
Brian Overbey
Louis A. Panunzio
Terry Panunzio
Joe & Edie Pasquini
Lin Griffin & Tom Patterson
Victoria Pendergast
Kay Pendergast Wolf
Ronald & Diane Perry
Karen Van Epps Peters
Terry M. Petrie
Lorene & Rene Porte
Dr. & Mrs. Dale S. Porter
Bob & Janet Quinn
Barbara L. Quirk
Ron & Colette Rajner
Alec Raphael
Michael Ray
Red Rock Cottage Assoc.
Tim & Megan Reddick
Mary E. Regan
Kevin & Donna Reynolds
The Len Riedl Family
Daniel & Gail Rizzo
Jeanine & Daniel C. Rizzo, Jr.
David & Jennifer Rizzo
Carl & Arlene Rode
David & Cindy Rose
John Rothermel
The Brian Roulin Family
Paul & Theresa Rubacha
Susan & Robert Rusch
Drs. Jack & Laurie Rush
Jim & Brenda Russell
Mary Ryan
Harold & Jacquelyn Ryback
Evelyn Saphier

Robert Sartwell
Richard & Sally Sauer
Elizabeth Scarlett
Mark & Louise Scarlett
Clifford & Barbara Schell
Brooks & Gayle Schneider
Tom & Carol Schneider
Crystal Schneider
Tim Schneider
Kenneth A. Schwarz & Linda Watson
Jan & Doug Scott
Dr. Michael & Ellen Seidman
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Shine
Peter & Kathy Shue
Ann Smahol & Family
Jeff & Jerry Smith
Jerry P. Smith
Bill & Kathy Sommer
Susan Spencer
Gary & Catherine Squires
Ivan Stanton
Marie & John Steinbeck
Donald & Vicky Storey
Sunrise Building Supply of Syracuse
Stephen & June Swallow
Elaine Taft
Richard & Marcia TenEyck
Theresa Progress Group
Theresa Rotary Club
Uncle Sam Boat Tours
Ronald G. Thomson
Joe & Linda Tidd
Helene Tieger
John & Paula Tobin
Amy, Benjamin, & Perry Todd
Rick Tucker
The Twin Trees Foundation
Kenneth & Tina VanHatten
Frank Venditti
Suzanne & Mark Vislosky
Henry & Eva VonAncken
Thomas & Audrey Voss
Rich & Amy Wakefield
Richard G. Walck
Timothy, Joy, & Joe Walker
Joe Wameling
John P. Warneck
Craig & Sally Waterstraat
John & Mary Weagraff
Mat & Barbara Webber
Edwin & Karen Wenner
Robert West
Edwin H. White

Patty & Joe Wieczorek
Lee Willbanks & Judy Drabicki
Kathey Gibbs Williams
Charles & Judith Willis
Robert & Gail Wright
David & Lynne Wurster
Joanne & Martin Yaddow
Kathryn Zapf
David & Mary Lou Zimpfer

In Honor
Doris B. Nagel Baker
Xavi Vaz Carney
Shirley Carpenter
Mr. &  Mrs. Benjamin P. Coe
Dick & Kathy Edgar
Allison Gorham
Elaine Hester
Marjorie & Elliott D. Hillback, Jr. 
The Hillback Family
Ed & Denise Robertson
Mark & Louise Scarlett
Jerry Smith
Galen Clark Zehnder

In Memory
Mark A. F. Baker
Jack Connelly
Ursula Crosby
Elizabeth Marie Duvall
C. Michael Elliott
D. J. Forsythe 
Janice Haggett
Carol Hallatt
Mary Hunt
Emil & Rita Jaeger
Mark S. Mitchell
 Jean & Mike Ogden
Dorothy Schneider
William F. Sterling
Uncle Sam Rizzo
Judith S. Rothermel
Shawn Russell
John Scarlett
Al Velto

Giving our donors proper recognition 
is vitally important to us.  We 
apologize for any errors or omissions 
and ask that you email any needed 
corrections to us at 
info@indianriverlakes.org.



Keying in to Water Quality Factors by Jake Ball

"Water is a finate resource, and what we 
do now will define the health of our lakes 
later." 

insects that help control Eurasian watermilfoil (EWM).
Another challenge to our water quality is the increasing 
nuisance of invasive plants. The most prevalent aquatic 
invasive plant in our lakes today is Eurasian watermilfoil, 
which can outcompete native plants, depriving native 
fish of nesting habitat.  Once EWM gets out of control it 
has the potential to mat on the water's surface, making 
swimming, boating, and fishing impossible. 

Lake residents can help control Eurasian watermilfoil 
by not mowing or raking our shorelines between Labor 
Day and Memorial Day. This will protect the wintering 
habitat for the native milfoil weevil, a natural predator 
of Eurasian watermilfoil. We can also stop the spread 
of Eurasian watermilfoil and other invasive species by 
cleaning, draining, and drying our boats and trailers after 
each use, and disposing of plant materials away from the 
water’s edge.   

Taking good care of our lakes by implementing small 
measures like these, we can help offset the effects 
of our warming climate and keep our lakes clean, 
healthy and beautiful for years to come. So one day our 
grandchildren can enjoy them just as much as we do. 

The IRLC will be hosting our 4th annual Water Quality 
Conference on August 27th.  The conference will feature 
water quality experts from around the region who will 
present on various water quality topics relevant to our 
lakes and watershed. We encourage all lake residents 
and community members to attend and learn more 
about ways we can protect and improve our water 
quality.   

In the last year, most of us have relied more than ever 
before on the health of our natural resources to provide 
us an escape from our tumultuous world.  When it came 
to recreation on the water, droves of cottage owners, 
fishermen, paddlers, boaters, and swimmers found their 
special places to relax on our lakes and rivers.  

It is our mission to protect these special places so that 
our children, and grandchildren can enjoy these special 
places in the same way that we have enjoyed them.   

In order to keep our lakes as our sanctuary, we must 
be conscious of water quality and what we can do to 
protect it. Harmful algal blooms (HABs) are becoming 
more and more common across the northeast. This can 
be attributed to a number of factors. 

One major reason we are seeing more HABs is because 
of climate change. As our lakes gradually warm and we 
experience hotter than average and longer summers, 
we have a higher likelihood of experiencing more HABs. 
This makes controlling our nutrient inputs into our lakes 
more important than ever. 

To reduce the impact of nutrient loading in our lakes, 
watershed residents should be regularly checking septic 
systems to make sure they are functioning  properly.  
Lakeshore property owners should also refrain from 
using lawn fertilizers containing phosphorus.  In fact, 
maintaining natural shorelines eliminates the need for 
maintaining lawns, and  is the best way to eliminate 
nutrients before they run into the water.   Natural 
shorelines also provide great winter habitat for native 



Partner Spotlight: The Adirondack Center for 
Loon Conservation
This summer the Adirondack Center for Loon 
Conservation (ACLC) is looking forward to 
expanding its education and outreach programs in 
partnership with IRLC, launching it's new “Loon-
Friendly” Lake Certification Program 
throughout the Indian River Lakes 
region to inform participants about loon 
natural history and ecology and inspire 
active involvement in environmental 
conservation.
 
The Adirondack Center for Loon 
Conservation is dedicated to promoting 
and inspiring passion for the conservation of 
Common Loons (Gavia immer) in and beyond New 
York’s six-million-acre Adirondack Park.

With the loon as its centerpiece, the work of the 
Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation encompasses 
scientific research; educational outreach; and 
conservation and management to help protect and 
support healthy populations of Common Loons in New 

York State and throughout North America.  The 
ACLC’s Adirondack Loon Center, located in 

Saranac Lake, NY provides an engaging 
experience for people of all ages to 
learn about the Park’s wildlife and 
environmental concerns through the 
lives of Common Loons.
 

The ACLC conducts a variety of 
research on the Adirondack loon population, from 

nesting success to the impacts of environmental 
mercury pollution to loons. 

Photo by Nina Schoch, Ph.D.

Today, most of Grand Lake Reserve’s trees, as well as 
other forests throughout the North Country are all 
classified as young to middle-aged. We have come to 
accept these immature forests as impressive – and 
yes, they are impressive, but they are nowhere near 
as awe-inspiring as the old growth forests that grew 
throughout the Northeast before deforestation of the 
19th and 20th centuries. 

What would the Grand Lake Reserve experience be 
today if the trails that we love to hike wound and 
climbed through an old growth forest that had never 
been disturbed?  What would the habitat look like if 
the old growth forest were only influenced by natural 
disturbances such as windstorms, ice storms, and forest 
fires?     

Thanks to IRLC’s increasing expertise and dedication 
to forever-wild land management, our great-grand-
children, and all their descendants will get to 
experience what happens when the ecosystem is left to 
flourish at will. They will be able to do something that 
we could never do- play under Grand Lake Reserve’s 
future old-growth canopy. Just imagine your great-great 
grandchildren running, laughing, giggling, darting, and 
hiding behind massive tree trunks and climbing aboard 
ginormous deadfalls that are several times wider than 
the kids are tall.  

This future experience is our collective gift to them. 

To enable this gift, we are excited to announce our 
new partnership with the Northeast Wilderness Trust, 
a wilderness-based land trust that is leading the re-
wilding of the Northeast on a large scale by teaming 
up with smaller land trusts and protecting their forests 
through forever-wild conservation easements.  The 
smaller land trusts in turn, receive funding to support 
the staffing and stewardship of these easements 
forever.  

Through this partnership, IRLC is proud to be the leader 
in establishing forever-wild forests in our region.  We 
could not have done this without IRLC members’ 
collective generosity and support.  For that, both we 
and our forests will be forever grateful.    

Future Old-Growth at Grand Lake Reserve
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Stay in Touch...
Sign up to receive our electronic up-
dates via IndianRiverLakes.org.
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Join us for an upcoming event...

Water Quality Conference
(Please note the Date Change)

August 27th

Celebration of Lakes
at the Bella Brooke Winery

July 24th

Vernal Pool Hike 
Frogs, Salamanders, and more!

May 22nd  

May 15thBirds, Blossoms, and Bugs Hike
at Grand Lake Reserve 

Spring Stewardship Day April 24th

All About Earthworms for Kids
a Program Honoring Liz Duvall

May 1st

Together at Home with Ken Knapp
Virtual Presentation

 April 17h

 Month of AprilHonoring the Military Child
Educational Exhibit at the Learning Center


