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General Lake Information 
 
Lake Association: no known association 
Location: Town of Theresa 
County:  Jefferson 
Basin:  St. Lawrence River 
Size:  88.2 acres 
Watershed Area:  640 acres  
Lake Origins:  Natural 
Mean Depth:  21 feet 
Max Depth:  45 feet 
Public Access:  No 
Fish Species Present:  Northern Pike, Largemouth Bass, Northern Pike, Brown 
Bullhead, Yellow Perch 

CSLAP Participant: No 
 
Because Crystal Lake does not actively participate in the CSLAP program, 
no water quality data is publicly available. 
 
  
  



A Brief History of Crystal Lake 

The original name of Crystal Lake was Lake Madam de Farriet.   Mr. 
LeRay, an early and influential settler of Jefferson County, upon seeing 
some of the beautiful lakes in the new territory, expressed the desire to 
name one of them after Madam de Ferriet.  LeRay chose one of the 
smaller lakes with beautiful clear water. Madam de Farriet, a French 
exile who settled in the area around 1816, was a maid of honor to Marie 
Antoinette.  

Asked how Crystal Lake came to have its present name, an older person 
whose father had known the lake all his life replied: “When I was a small 
boy my father told me of a hunter who had lost his watch in the water 
of the lake.  In those days watches were not common and very 
expensive, and a great effort was made to recover the time piece.  It 
turned out to be no major task, though.  As the hunter looked down 
through the water he could see the watch resting at the bottom of the 
lake with remarkable clarity. Someone remarked that the water was 
crystal clear and I guess it went by that name from then on.”  Not to 
mention Lake Madam de Ferriet is not an easy name to pronounce or 
remember.  

At one time, Crystal Lake 
had one of the most 
popular beaches and 
campgrounds in the area. 

Above, the beach in its heyday.  On the 
right, the area is now privately owned. 

Crystal Lake has a mean depth of 21 feet and 
a maximum depth of 40 feet. The lake today 
is private without a public launch.  The lake 
outlet is on the north side of the lake and 
flows to Mud Lake to the northwest. 

Because of the privacy of Crystal Lake very 
little  water quality information is publicly 
available.  It is considered a class B lake 
appropriate for contact recreation such as 
swimming.  It is mesotrophic lake meaning 
that there are moderate levels of biological 
productivity within the lake. 
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