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IRLC 2016:  Excited and Very Proud (But a Bit Exhausted)
Elliott Hillback, IRLC President

The headline above sums up the year 2016 for 
our Indian River Lakes Conservancy. With your 
support as Members, and the deeper involvement 
of  a number of  you, your friends and your 
neighbors as Volunteers, we made absolutely 
amazing progress in support of  the four key goals 
that are reflected in our motto:  Protect l Learn l 
Enjoy l Forever.

I would like to summarize a few of  our most 
interesting and exciting advances during 2016 and 
thank by name some of  the key people who helped 
make them happen. In a year with so many great 
accomplishments there just isn’t enough space to 
thank each person by name, so I will start with a 
Special Big Thank You to everyone who got 
involved, who volunteered, who helped care for 
this Place We Love!
A few examples of  IRLC People helping Protect 
Land and Water while creating more opportunities 
for everyone to experience, enjoy and learn about 
nature:

•	Early in the year we received a gift of  the 
beautiful and important 354 acre parcel now 
known as the Baker Woods Preserve which 
borders the Indian River near its headwaters. 
With support of  NYSCPP grant funding, Board 
Member (and neighbor of  land donor Doris 
Baker) Matt Carney and a team that included 
his amazing family 
played a major role 
in designing and 
building a 3.5 mile 
trail network, an 
accessible overlook 
and other amenities 
in less than a year! 
So, special thanks 
to Matt and his 
family, to donor 
Doris Baker, and 
to Board Members 
Ed Robertson and 
Dick Edgar for their significant involvement. 

•	Board Member Dick Edgar and volunteer Ron 
Tibbles deserve special thanks for designing 
and building our beautiful and functional 1000 
square foot, accessible Trailside Classroom 
which we will use to launch two new Summer 
Education Programs in 2017 - one series for 
adults and one 
for children. A 
special thank 
you to Dani 
Baker for 
organizing and 
funding our 
first speaker 
series at the 
DePauville 
library which became the model for these 
expanded summer programs. Dani has also 
been a strong supporter and advocate for the 
Trailside Classroom and the all access trail. Isn’t 
it great when several projects come together 
to create something Great! (There are many 
interesting volunteer opportunities in these 
education programs.)

•	We plan to begin building a one mile “all 
access” trail in our Redwood Hill Preserve by 
mid-year because Board Member Mark Scarlett 
took on the unenviable task of  combining 
grants from two different NY State agencies so 
we could build the right trail for the public with 
the least environmental impact. Thanks Mark 
for your tenacity and persuasiveness.

•	The Adirondack All-Taxa Biodiversity 
Inventory conducted a 24 hour Bioblitz 
primarily on IRLC Preserves. Thanks to 
volunteers Vici and Steve Diehl and our staff  
person April Frederick, this first effort outside 
the Adirondacks has begun documenting 
the importance of  the A2A (Adirondacks 
to Algonquin) corridor. A team of  over 20 
scientists from around the state identified 547 
species of  living things. That is the largest 

continued on page 2
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The mission of the Indian River Lakes Conservancy is to preserve the natural character of the area, with a focus on protecting clean water, 
fish and wildlife, and the scenic vistas along the shores of the lakes and the Indian River and to educate ourselves and the community 

about the natural habitat in which we live.

•	 All our Board Members helped in the massive process of  filing for National 
Accreditation from the Land Trust Alliance but huge special recognition must go to 
Board Member Denise Robertson with major support from Ed Robertson and Mark 
Scarlett. April Frederick, our sole Staff  Member, and expert consultant Henri Jordan 
also played pivotal roles. Thanks. (The Commission will make its final determination in 
early 2017.)

•	 Our most successful Celebration of  the Lakes of  all time and various other public 
events were organized by retired Board Member Tammy Lueck, Board Members Denise 
Robertson and Jan Douglass plus Betsy DuBois and many others – thanks for an 
amazing job.

•	 Several volunteers including Gail Wright and Louise Scarlett deserve kudos for taking 
on critical, but often overlooked duties in administration and we really appreciate their 
support. Betsy DuBois has been a big help in the communications area.

I added the “but a bit exhausted” part to the title as a friendly way to get your attention. 
All of  us on the Board would like to ask for your help. Please consider getting personally 
involved by volunteering your time, your knowledge and/or your energy. We really need 
to expand our human resources to effectively handle the opportunities and responsibilities 
we have to make a positive difference in this place we all love! You can check out a few job 
descriptions in this newsletter and many more on our website. You can also contact April 
(at our office) or our Board Members to find other interesting opportunities to help. If  you 
have something you want to do or learn more about that we don’t have listed, call April or 
any Board Member. In any case, find a project that looks like fun, one that lets you explore 
something new, or one where your unique skills and experience can make a big impact and 
then volunteer. Meet new people from the area, bring a couple of  friends along with you, 
or do both.  The IRLC offers many opportunities that are personally rewarding and 
fun while making a real, measurable difference for the Indian River Lakes Area we all 
love.  Try it, have some fun and see how great it feels!

Lakes for continuing to move this broad, complex effort forward. We need much more help on water quality!! 
•	 There are also many “unsung heroes” like Kim Cullen, who often serves as a trail guide and naturalist, or Grass Lake 

residents Doug and Chris Hagan, the stewards for the Marc A.F. Baker Island Preserve for several years. Thanks to them 
and all the other unsung heroes we wish we had the space to thank individually. 

•	 number documented in any of  the 13 BioBlitz events held to date and reconfirmed the 
extraordinary biodiversity found in the Indian River Lakes Watershed and its importance 
in the entire region.   

•	 The Indian River and Lakes Water Project continues to educate and increase the 
awareness of  homeowners, anglers and other visitors about the need and the methods 
available to improve water quality in our Indian River Watershed. Many thanks to Board 
Members Ed Robertson and Jim Ninos, retired Board Member Rick Lopez, and the 
increasing involvement of  the Presidents of  the Lake Associations of  all the Indian

....continued from Page 1

V olunteer Opportunities 

Trail Monitors check and maintain a section of  our public hiking trails.  6-8 hr/month 
Hike & Paddle Guides lead programs for the public on IRLC properties.  4-6 hr/month 
Office Volunteers help with a wide variety of  indoor projects.  Flexible time commitment. 

Visit the Get Involved tab on our website to learn more about these and other volunteer 
opportunities.

BioBlitz participants plan their day

Volunteers also made major contributions to building the strength and skills of  the IRLC, increasing the public’s awareness of  
the IRLC, its mission, and its activities, and to maintaining our ability to run as smoothly as possible: 
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Meet a Member - Rick Fuhrman

....continued from Page 1

Rick Fuhrman recently donated two 
beautiful wood duck boxes to IRLC. 
He keeps track of  the birds that visit 
his bird feeder and enjoys building bird 
houses. Last spring, IRLC received two 
of  Rick’s blue bird boxes. He decided to 
take on duck boxes after seeing a wood 
duck land in a tree near his house. 

Rick and his wife Helen have lived 
year round on Clear Lake since 1989. 
Their cozy cottage near the boat 
launch provides them with plenty of  
entertainment and opportunities to 
meet new people. Rick says, “You’d be 
surprised at the things you see!” and he 
often finds himself  stepping in to lend a 
hand when needed. 

Rick is an avid outdoorsman. He 
enjoys hiking, paddling, cross-country 
skiing, snowshoeing, bird watching and 
exploring. He jokes that he was “forced” 
to learn to enjoy these activities. Rick 
has 22 years of  military service, 4 
of  which were active duty. He was 
stationed for a time in Spain, where 
the cost of  living was very low. When 
he returned to the states, he found 
that he couldn’t afford the same types 
of  activities that he had in Spain. He 
decided that he could pay once for a 

kayak and have a lifetime of  experience 
with it. “I was forced into it by being 
frugal!” he laughs.

Exploring is one of  Rick’s favorite 
activities, whether on foot, by paddle or 
in the car, he loves to see new places. 
An enthusiastic kayaker, he has paddled 
all of  the Indian River lakes, much of  
the St. Lawrence and its tributaries both 
US and Canadian, and many of  the 
regions rivers and streams. 

He also likes meeting new people. 
“Reaching out,” he calls it. It is part 
of  what brings him to conservation 
organizations like IRLC. He enjoys 
the camaraderie of  working together 
on a trail or conservation project with 
others and the connections he makes 
with people he meets on guided hikes 
and programs. But, the conservation is 
important to him too. Rick worked in 
a gas station near the current location 
of  the Salmon Run Mall in Watertown. 
“Kids would fly past in their cars 
because they could race out there. It was 
the edge of  town. I like progress, but we 
also need trees and wilderness,” he said. 
“This place is unrealized by so many. 
We have to protect as much of  it as we 
can.” 

When the effort by the water quality 
committee to amend the zoning law in 
the Town of  Theresa was halted last 
summer Assemblywoman Addie Russell 
invited us to apply for a state grant. 
Responding to this invitation the idea 
of  a mini sewer district was brought 
to Addie's office and they encouraged 
pursuing the grant with that idea in 
mind. The sewer district would involve 
a set of  neighboring camps or cottages 
with waterfront all backed by a single 
large parcel. A septic system would be 
built on the parcel to accommodate 
the set of  cottages. Approximately 40 
such situations exist on the lakes and 
Indian River in the area. Assuming 
that the grant is made available we 
hope that people in at least one of  
the 40 situations will agree and that a 
demonstration project can be done.

As part of  the justification for the 
grant we are interested in pictures 
or documentation you may have 
concerning water quality on your lake 
or the Indian River; issues such as 
algae blooms, fish kills, unwanted weed 
growth or some other issue that may be 
related to poorly treated waste water.  
Also, if  you are in a situation where a 
mini sewer district might be helpful to 
you, let us know.  Contact the IRLC 
office at (315) 482-4757 or april@
indianriverlakes.org.

Mini Sewer Districts
IRLC Investigates

Rick Fuhrman holds one of  the wood duck 
boxes he donated to IRLC

Kathleen Kazakoff Joins IRLC Board
Kathleen has always lived near water 

– the Great Lakes, Niagara River and 
most recently Red Lake. She has enjoyed 
countless family vacations in Algonquin 
Park and the Adirondacks over the years. 
These experiences  have helped develop 
her passion for the outdoors and deep 
concern for the environment.

Recently retired, Kathleen moved to 
Theresa, near Red Lake, from New Paltz 
in August, 2015. She has two daughters, 
one in Redwood and the other in the 
Hudson Valley. She enjoys gardening 
and being outdoors on her 19+ acres. 
She is carrying on her late husband’s 
passion for feeding birds and learning 
about the different species that visit her 
feeders. 

“Growing knowledge and protection 
of  the environment has been within the 

fabric of  my life. Now that I am retired, 
I am looking forward to learning more 
about the Indian River Lakes and 
educating the community about the 
IRLC.”

 
 
Visit our 
website 
to learn 
more about 
Kathleen and 
our other 
directors.

Don't miss out! Subscribe to our listserve 
by sending an email to indianriverlakes@
gmail.com with  "Join List" in the subject 
line.



Stephen & Karen Abbey
Robert D. Adams
Judith A. Adams
Timothy Aiken & Susan McParland
Donald S. & Diane Ames
Robert & Alice Andrews
Richard & Joan Applebaum
John J. Bach Jr.
Brian & Nan Backus
Phillip J. Bajjaly
Karen Bald & Nadine Gardner
Maureen Barros
David & Debra Bearup
Fred & Rosemarie Belcher
Peter & Sharry Berzins
Justin Besch
Black Lake Assoc. Inc. 
Stephen & Kay Bolivar
Ann Bonney
Jim & Gail Borkman
Mary & Bill Bostick
Nancy Boynton
Charles V. Burlingame
Charles Burns
Butterfield Lake Cottage Owners Assoc. 
Jan Byington
Alfred & Virginia Calligaris
Thomas & Beverly Campany
Liam Carney
Sinead Carney
Matthew & Linda Carney
Harold & Shirley Carpenter
John & Jean Carr
Peter Carse
Jeffrey & Priscilla Cashmore
Clayton Dental Office 
Clear Lake Cottage Assoc. 
Gerard & Kathleen Cole
Drew & Mark Conger
Phyllis Connelly
Paul S. & Bridgid A. Cook
Kevin & Diana Corbishley
Cornell Co-op Ext. of  Jeff. Cty. 
James & Mary Corriveau
Jean C. Crosby
William & Ursula Crosby
Cross Island Farms 
Gary & Myra Dake
Steven, Daniel & Joan Zeller
William V. Delaney, Jr.
Kathleen DelFavero
Shanna & Thomas Deng
Nancy Dickerson
Steve & Vici Diehl
John & Judy Dixon
Verna M. Docteur
Carl & Libby Donders
Michael & Janice Douglass

Allen Drake
Steve & Betsy DuBois
Mary & Robert Dudley
David Duff  & Susie Wood
Janet A. Durling & Tom Baker
Richard E. Edgar
Kathryn B. Elliott
Jeanne Emery
Susan Favreau
Amy & Mark Fitzsimmons
Michael & Gladys Fitzsimmons
Roger Frederick
Tim Frederick & Alicia Gerstner
Wallace D. & Jane K. Freeland, Jr.
Richard & Helen Fuhrman
Paul & Vicky Gaeta
Randy & Martha Gardner
Todd & Elisha Garvey
Al & Jean Gianfagna
Joanne Gilbert & Kevin Malotte
Jim & Liz Golembeski
Stephen J. Goobic
John L. Gosier
Grass Lake Assoc. 
Lin Griffin & Tom Patterson
George Steven Hadden
Ralph & Denise Haddock
Doug & Chris Hagan
Ann & Earl Halback
Arthur A. Hallatt
Craig & Kathy Handschuh
Mathew & Melissa Ringer Hardy
Scott & Michelle Harris
Doug & Robin Hatfield
Toni M. Heer
Allen & Christina Hicks
Elliott & Marjorie Hillback
Robert A. & Joyce W. Holmes
Bruce & Luisa Ingram
Lorraine Irwin
Martha Jablonski
Catherine Jahncke
Robert & Cathy Jerbic
George & Christy Kabel
Marjorie Kearney
Pamela Kennedy
Kathy Killeen
Krafft Cleaning Service, Inc. 
Wendy & Mark LaLonde
Richard & Monica LeClerc
Ken & Chris Leonard
Kathleen Leskoske
Marjorie J. Loucks
Tamala Lueck
Linda MacQueen
Tyler G. Malotte & Sara Te
John & Mary Marcon
David & Gretchen Starks Martin

Kim Martusewicz
Kevin L. McCarthy
David McClure
John & Lorry McMahon
Andrew Meyn & Luann Elizabeth
 Millsite Lake Prop. Owner’s Assoc.
Mark Mitchell
Ruth P. Morgan
Lynn K. Morgan
Fern A. Moulton
Kirk E. Moulton
 Mud Lake Assoc.
Kevin Murray
Janice C. Myers
Thomas & Leah Neely
Kevin Nelson
Katherine Nelson
Frank & Karen Neri
Siobhan, Lee & Maebh Nesbitt
Robert & Marilyn Neulieb
Bethany E. Neuroth
Allan P. Newell
John & Angie Ninos
Jim Ninos & Karrie Edwards
Gail & Tom Noyes
John, Lisa & Emily O’Driscoll
Sarah Olson
St. Lawrence University Owen D. Young 
Library
John & Stephanie Palmer
Terry Panunzio
Louis A. Panunzio
Susan Parker & Michael Bobseine
Joe & Edith Pasquini
Richard & Lorraine Peal
Shara Peets
Karen Van Epps Peters
Carol Jean Pinney
Rene & Lori Porte
Dr. & Mrs. Dale S. Porter
Elizabeth A. Price
Pamela Quimby
Bob Quinn
Barbara L. Quirk
Michael & Judith Ray
Mary E. Regan
Daniel & Gail Rizzo
David & Jennifer Rizzo
Edward & Denise Robertson
Emily Robertson & Alex Goodwin
Carl & Arlene Rode
David & Cynthia Rose
John & Judith Rothermel
Robert & Susan Rusch
Jack & Laurie Rush
James & Brenda Russell
Richard & Sally Sauer
Mark Scarlett

Members & Donors
IRLC's work is made possible by the support of  our generous donors.
Together we are protecting the beautiful Indian River & Lakes region          

for future generations.



Jan Douglass
Liam James Dudley
Elliott & Margie Hillback
Ian Kroeker
Eli Kroeker
Ali Kroeker
Sofia Lopez
Claire Odett
Noah Odett
Quinn C. Perry
Mackenzie Ples
Liz & John Scarlett
Miriam Sulkowski
Noah Sulkowski

Contributions were made In Memory of: 
Warren Bonney
Henry H. Carse
Laura Cashmore
Marion E.  Delaney
Al & Mary Esselburn
Bob Gibbs
Dorothy Haney
Lou Jarvis
Tim Schad
Tim & Marie Schad
Joshua Spaulding
Kathy Dake Teasley
Sarah Barns Wade

We'd also like to thank our: 
2016 Program Leaders

Kim Cullen
Steve & Vici Diehl

2016 Event Supporters
1000 Islands Cruet
Joan Applebaum
Bach & Co.
Bay Drive-In
Bay Spirits/Alex Bay Big M
Bechaz Riverdale Cheese
Bella Brooke Vineyard
Bella’s
Bernier Carr & Assoc.
Jan Byington
Carthage Savings & Loan Association
Chalk’s Marina & Boat Sales, LLC
Chug-a-Lug Bar & Grill
Clayton Food Coop
Clayton Island Tours
Clayton Opera House
Clayton Shurfine Market
Clipper Inn
Community Bank NA
Cook’s Plumbing, Heating & Hardware
Coyote Moon LLC
Creekside Custom Metal
Cross Island Farms
Curtis Furniture
Janice Douglass
Dragon Fly Pottery

Edgewood Resort
Garnsey’s Classic Island Cruises
Grater Architects, PC
Hick’s Ice
Hillback Family
Home Again Farm
JK’s Tavern, LLC
Johnson Newspaper Corp.
LaFave, White & McGivern, LS, PC
Carl & Tammy Lueck
Dave & Gretchen Martin
Linda McCausland
Mercer General Contracting
Motivated Realty
Onsite Engineering, PLLC
Emmy Porter-Baker
River Hospital, Inc.
River Living Furniture & Giftware
River Rat Cheese
River Wellness Center
Denise Robertson
Route 37 Building Supply, Inc.
Rusty Johnson Masonry Inc.
Louise Scarlett
Cheryl Simeone
St. Lawrence Galleries
St. Lawrence Pottery
Stephen White General Contracting LLC
Kathy Sturr
Thousand Islands Country Club
Watertown Savings Bank
Weather Stopper
Wellesley Hotel
Wellesley Island Building Supply, Inc.
White’s Lumber
Windsor Vineyards
Gail Wright
Dave & Mary Lou Zimpfer
Sandy Zinninger

Brooks & Gayle Schneider
Howard Schnettler, Jr.
Kenneth A. Schwarz
Doug & Jan Scott
Dr. Michael & Ellen Seidman
Pauline & Bruno Serrao
Paul & Christine Sherbino
Ira Showden
Peter & Kathy Shue
Cheryl Simeone
Joseph F. Simmons
Leonard A. Simpson
Sixberry Lake Assoc. 
Jeffrey R. Smith
Jerry P. Smith
Bill & Kathy Sommer
Lewis & Beverley Spence
James W. & Janet B. Stamps
Ivan Stanton
Marie & John Steinbeck
Linda E. Steitler
Judy Stelljes
Chris & Tami Storey
Donald & Vicky Storey
Bernie & Kathy Sturr
Michael Sweeney
Thaddeus C. Sweet III
Ronald G. Thomson
Richard & Gwenyth Thomson
Butch & Kathy Tipper
John & Paula Tobin
Daniel & Pamela Tordy
Roland & Nancy Van Deusen
Amy S. Van Epps
Suzanne & Mark Vislosky
Eva VonAncken
Howard E. Wade
Amy Y. Wakefield
Robert & Janet Wakefield
Joe & Tracy Wameling
MaryBeth & Bill Warburton
John P. Warneck
Craig & Sally Waterstraat
Karen & Edwin Wenner
Edwin H. White
Richard & Doris Whitehead
Lee Willbanks & Judy Drabicki
Tom & Pat Williams
Kathey Gibbs Williams
Charles & Judith Willis
Douglas D. Wingerath
Robert & Gail Wright
David & Lynne Wurster
Jim & Marty Wysocki
Allan & Bonnie Wysocki
Steve & Deb Wysocki
Dave & Mary Lou Zimpfer
Contributions were made In Honor of:

Matthew & Linda Carney

This list represents contributions made between January 1, 2016 and December 31, 2016.  We value the gifts of  all our donors and regret any errors or omissions.  
Please contact us if  your name should appear on this list.  

Thank you 
for your 

continuing 
and generous 

support!
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Save the Dates
 
 
 
IRLC & the Depauville Free Library Present Natural Science Talks 
   This series of programs takes place at noon at the Depauville Free Library 
 

  Jan  28  A Biography of Earth Written by NY State Geology

  Feb 25   5 Ways to Save a Frog's Live and Every Reason Why We Should   

  Mar 26   Thirty Years of Change - Local Observations on Climate Change

  Apr 29   Jefferson County Hydrology and the 2016 Drought

May 13      Birds, Blooms & Bugs Hike       10:00am

Join us to welcome spring at the Grand Lake Reserve! 
 
Jun 24       IRLC Annual Meeting       10:00am

Join us for an IRLC Update and a fun hike! 

Aug 7       Moonlight Paddle       8:00pm

Join IRLC & TILT for a fun moonlight paddle on Millsite Lake! 
 
Aug 12       Celebration of the Lakes       5:00pm

Bring your family and friends to Bella Brooke Vineyard for IRLC's annual 
gala event! 
 
 
    Check our website regularly, more events are coming this summer!!

Join the conversation 
on Facebook 
     

Facebook search box, or follow the link 
on our website. 

Type "Indian River Lakes 
Conservancy" in the

More than 3 miles of  trails are open for 
xcountry skiing and snowshoeing at the 

Baker Woods Preserve!   
 4114 Factory Rd.,  Natural Bridge


