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PRESIDENT'S BIG THANK YOU!
Elliott Hillback, IRLC President

Thank You for everything 
you do to help this special 
“Place We Love.”  Whether 
you think of  yourself  as a 
Volunteer, Supporter, Member, 
Friend, Donor, Partner, Funder, 
Board Member, Teacher, 
Guide, Speaker, Idea Source, 
Collaborator, Helper, Friend 
Generator, Recruiter, Fundraiser 
or something else, your 
involvement is helping to protect 
our Indian River Lakes and the 
whole Indian River watershed. 

Our Winter newsletter is 
again dedicated to YOU this 
year, because each of  you plays 
an absolutely critical role in the 
IRLC’s ability to accomplish its 
Mission:  Protect + Learn + 
Enjoy + Forever.  Yes, we now 
have a Staff  person, and yes 
she is doing a great job.  Please 
understand however, we are now, 
and will always be, a volunteer 
driven organization that is 
powered by the ideas, actions, 
energy, time and resources all of  
you “donate”. Your gift to the 
IRLC, in whatever form it takes, 
is invaluable and we appreciate 
your involvement and support.

I would like to highlight a few 
spectacular ways that individuals 
or groups have recently stepped 
up and made a significant positive 
impact on the future of  the IRLC 
and the Indian River watershed 
we work so hard to improve 
and protect. I’ll just give you the 
headlines here – please look for 
the details later in the newsletter:

• Dick Edgar, Ron Tibbles and 
a team of  local volunteers 
have been building our 
amazing 1,000 square foot 
Trailside Classroom since early 
fall (thanks also to Mother 
Nature).  As a result we will 
have a beautiful new home 
for many of  our events this 
Spring and beyond … Dick 
can always use more hands to 
finish the project….

• Because of  this rapid progress 
on the Trailside Classroom, 
Jan Douglass, April Frederick, 
and the Education Team 
are beginning to develop an 
expanded set of  programs…
we need involvement from 
parents, teachers…. 

• We just received a major gift 
of  land, 354 acres with the 
Indian River running through 
it, in Natural Bridge. We will 
be installing a dock, and an 
existing trail will be improved 
and marked. We plan to open 
the trail for cross country 
skiing starting next year.  Lots 
of  fun outdoor Spring jobs as 
we learn about this land….

• The Water Project is 
building effective working 
collaborations with several 
local governments to improve 
the design, installation, and 
monitoring of  the septic 
systems that surround our 
lakes. We need volunteers to 
help educate and motivate 
homeowners, monitor 
progress….

I am very pleased to introduce 
the launch of  the IRLC 
Volunteer Information Center.  
Our Committee leaders have 
prepared a number of  mini job 
descriptions to assist you in 
finding a rewarding way to help 
the Indian River Lakes Region 
while working with your friends 
and neighbors.  A wide variety of  
job postings are included in this 
newsletter and many more will be 
posted on our web site soon.

Last year I wrote about a 
powerful sentence made up of  
only 10 two-letter words; “If  it 
is to be, it is up to US” defines a 
great philosophy to live and act 
by. Thank you for being part of  
US, the IRLC, and for helping US 
have a strong positive impact on 
the Indian River Watershed, the 
beautiful Place We Love.

Pilleated woodpeckers have been busy on the 
Redwood Hill Preserve this winter.
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Kim Cullen is an IRLC hike guide.  
She says, “I feel that volunteering for the 
IRLC is a way I can give back to nature.  
In our technological world, there is the 
growing problem of  becoming disconnected 

from the natural 
world. Environmental 
education helps create 
a bridge between the 
two worlds. Creating 
a positive nature 
experience instills 
the desire to protect 
the treasures that we 
possess in the North 
Country for generations 
to come.”
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Meet IRLC Members and Volunteers

    Katherine “Katt” Nelson was born 
and raised in Watertown, but she’s made 
Redwood her home for about 35 years.  Katt 
is a licensed wildlife reahbilitator.  She says, 
“I’ve always loved animals, but I found my 
true passion after I retired.”   

Katt and her family bought their camp on 
Sixberry Lake about 20 years ago.  “We see 
things that many people never have a chance 
to see,” Katt shared, “loons, otters, mink, 
beaver, Pileated Woodpeckers raising a chick 
nearby, even a bobcat one year.”  Katt says 
she loves the peace and quiet of  the small 
lake.  She laughs, “Sometimes you can even 
hear a raccoon trying to get into the garbage, 
which wakes up the dog and then, so much 
for peace and quiet!”

Katt has been an IRLC member since 
2001.  “Thanks for all the work you're doing 
on behalf  of  this beautiful area.  It is SO 
worth preserving.”

Dick Edgar and Ron Tibbles have 
been working all winter to complete the 
new Trailside Classroom on Redwood Hill 
Preserve.  Dick designed the building, which 
he hopes to complete by early summer. 
Many thanks to all of  the volunteers who 
have pitched in to help:  Paul Wimmer, Chip 
Wimmer, Bill Wimmer, Andy Meyne, Rich 
Sauer, Murray Walts and Rick Lopez.

Carl Donders and his family have 
been on Moon Lake since the spring of  
2008, “which makes us newcomers,” Carl 
says.  “Having a world away from our regular 
world is an all-encompassing experience we 
have never grown tired of.”  The Donders 
children were only 3 and 4 when they arrived 
on Moon Lake, so they have no recollection 
of  a life without the camp.  For most people, 
time spent with loved ones is the best part 
of  having a place on the lake.   Carl feels the 
same way, “Simply being on, in, or around 
the lake with friends and family is always 
funtastic!”

Carl is a new IRLC member.  He said, 
“I have chosen to become involved with 
the IRLC to be part of  long term solutions 
to the issues our lakes are facing. As lake 
residents we are the custodians of  their 
health and have an obligation to ensure their 
health.”

View of  Moon Lake from the Donders's camp.

Kim leading IRLC's annual 
Winter Wonderland hike.Nature's snowballs
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Don't miss out! 
Are you getting our emails about upcoming events?  You can make sure that you 
don't miss a thing by subscribing to the IRLC email list.   Just send an email to 

indianriverlakes@gmail.com with  "Join List" in the subject line.

You make it happen - Volunteer!
You can be a partner in our ongoing work to protect the land and water quality of  the Indian River Lakes region for 
generations to come. The opportunities are endless and we need your help.  Take a look at a few of  the opportunities 
below and let us know how you’re interested in getting involved with IRLC by joining us as a volunteer.  We would be 
happy to match you with a volunteer position that fits your interests. 

Lake Association Project Leaders
This job is for anyone who is interested in helping new or small Lake Associations form, operate, expand and increase their 
effectiveness.  Through education, coaching and collaboration, project leaders will work with Lake Association officers to 
assist them with areas of  concern.  4-6 hours per month, seasonal.

Hike/Paddle Guide
This position is for anyone who enjoys being outdoors and sharing knowledge and skills with others.  Volunteers will help 
plan, schedule and lead hikes on IRLC preserves and paddles on the lakes and river within the watershed.  2-4 hours per 
month, spring, summer, fall.

Public Program Educators
IRLC is looking for some special volunteers. Special, meaning you have unique talents or interests you are willing to share.  
Are you fascinated by wildflowers, birds, bugs, geology, or photography?  Do you enjoy gardening with native plants or fun 
projects using unique mediums?  Then this is the opportunity for you!  2-4 hours per month, flexible.

Marketing & Communications Assistant
IRLC needs a detail oriented, tech savvy individual to help with a wide variety of  communications and marketing tasks.  This 
person may help keep IRLC’s website up to date, post events on e-calendars, write and send press releases, produce bulk 
emails using MailChimp, or help expand the IRLC’s reach using a variety of  social media outlets.  6-8 hours per month with 
seasonal fluctuations.

General Office Volunteer
Do you support IRLC’s mission, but prefer to work indoors?  Help is always needed for a wide variety of  daily office work 
such as preparing mailings, copying, filing, and organizing.  Time commitment is flexible, year round.

Water Sampling/Monitoring Team
Calling all scientists, citizen scientists and those who would like to learn more about our water resources!  Help develop and 
implement an Indian River Watershed Water Monitoring Program. This is a fundamental activity to guide decision making on 
wise stewardship of  our water resources.  Time commitments will vary and are reasonably flexible for each role: designing the 
program, carrying out the sampling, interacting with testing labs, compiling the data and generating reports.  6-8 hours per 
month, seasonal.

Trail Stewards
Trail Stewards will monitor and maintain a segment of  the trails on Grand Lake Reserve, Boyd Pond, or Redwood Hill 
Preserve.  Trail Stewardship offers a fun opportunity for a family or outing group to get outdoors while helping maintain a 
portion of  the trail system that IRLC has developed for the enjoyment and enrichment of  the community.  6-8 hours per 
month, seasonal.

Mystery Volunteer
Do you have an idea or a special skill that you’d like to contribute?  Contact us to discuss how you’d like to be involved!

Visit our website today to learn more or complete a Volunteer Application Form!
Many other opportunities are available such as Event Volunteers, Speakers Bureau Presenters, Community Outreach, 
Marketing & Communications, Development & Fundraising, Watershed Mapping/GIS Specialist, Conservation Land 
Stewards, School Program Designer, Leader & Assistant, and much more.  Bring your skills and we'll provide any specialized 
training needed to get you involved.  As a volunteer based organization, your ideas and efforts are crucial to our success!  

Almost two years ago IRLC hired our first employee with help from a NYSCPP grant.  April has done an excellent job while 
working on a wide range of  topics.  We are asking for financial support to ensure we have the resources to maintain our 
momentum as the grant funding period nears its end.  An anonymous donor has committed to give $10,000 to the Staffing 
Fund plus up to another $10,000 as a 50% match challenge.  Please make a gift today to help us take advantage of  that offer!

Another Way to Give



Bob Adams
Adk Mt Club Black River Chapter
All Pest, Inc.
Bob & Alice Andrews
Richard & Joan Applebaum
Brian Ashley & Anne Richter
John J. Bach
Brian & Nan Backus
Phillip Bajjaly
Dani Baker
Doris B.N. Baker
Karen Bald & Nadine Gardner
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Black Lake Assoc.
Carl Boler
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Mike & Bobbi Bolton
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Mary & Bill Bostick
Nancy Boynton
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Charles & Melissa Burlingame
Butterfield Lake Cottage Owners Assoc.
Camp Wabasso
Thomas & Beverly Campany
Shirley Carpenter
John & Jean Carr
Peter Carse
Jeff  & Priscilla Cashmore
Clear Lake Cottage Assoc.
Gerard & Kathleen Cole
Phyllis Connelly
Kevin Corbishley
Cornell Co-op Ext. of  Jeff. Cty.
Rob Edgar
Jean C. Crosby
Gary & Myra Dake
Steven Daniel & Joan Zeller
Kenneth Deedy
William V. Delaney, Jr.

Chris & Marcy Dembs
Steve & Vici Diehl
John & Judy Dixon
Michael & Janice Douglass
Steve & Betsy DuBois
David Duff  & Susie Wood
David & Barbara Dupra
Janet A. Durling & Tom Baker
Walter Dutcher & Cheryl Hurley
Gregory Edgar
Richard & Kathy Edgar
Don & Mary Eggleston
Jeanne Emery
Ingeborg Eyre
Susan Favreau
Michael & Glady Fitzsimmons
Richard & Helen Fuhrman
Susan & Juan Garcia-Tunon
Randy & Martha Gardner
Al & Jean Gianfagna
Kathey Gibbs
Jim & Liz Golembeski
Teresa Grant
Grass Lake Assoc.
George Steven Hadden
Ralph & Denise Haddock
Ann & Earl Halback
Robert & Patricia Hallatt
Rebecca S. Halstead
Craig & Kathy Handschuh
Sue Ellen Haney
Scott & Michelle Harris
Doug & Robin Hatfield
Robert Hedden
Toni M. Heer
Elliott & Marjorie Hillback
Fred & Deborah Hoffman
Robert & Joyce Holmes
Mary Hunneyman
Bruce & Dale Ingram
Lorraine Irwin
Martha Jablonski
Robert & Cathy Jerbic
George & Chris Kabel
Marjorie Kearney
Wendy LaLonde
Richard & Monica LeClerc
Ken & Chris Leonard
Kathy Leskoske
Lynne Lidie
Richard & Barbara Lopez
Arthur & Nanci Losito
Carl & Tamala Lueck
Linda MacQueen
Tyler Malotte & Sara Te
Ken & Marcie Mann
John & Mary Marcon
Ann Marcott & Jeffrey Keller

Dave & Gretchen Martin
Ted & Mary Mascott
Kevin McCarthy
Jenny McCloskey
Paul & Anne McFarren
Doris & Scott McLallen
John & Lorry McMahon
Theodore C. McQuade
Barbara Mead
Rowena Miller & Dave Ciechanowski
Millsite Lake Prop. Owner’s Assoc.
Fern Moulton
Kirk E. Moulton
Mud Lake Assoc.
Bill & Judy Munro
Janice Myers
Thomas & Leah Neely
Frank & Karen Neri
Bethany Neuroth
Allan P. Newell
Jim & Karrie Ninos
Gail & Tom Noyes
George W. Nugent
John, Lisa & Emily O’Driscoll
Jon Ostrander
John & Stephanie Palmer
Louis Panunzio
Joe & Edith Pasquini
Richard & Lorraine Peal
Shara Peets
Karen Van Epps Peters
Rene & Lori Porte
Elizabeth Price
Pamela Quimby
Barbara Quirk
Realty USA
Mary Regan
Rande Richardson
Stephen & Jacyn Riehlman
Daniel & Gail Rizzo
David & Jennifer Rizzo
Ed & Denise Robertson
Carl & Arlene Rode
David & Cynthia Rose

Members & Donors
IRLC's work is made possible by the support of  our generous donors.

Thanks to your support, the Indian River & Lakes Water 
Project is making great progress for water quality.

There are many ways to give.  Volunteers help with 
trail maintenance and special events, lead hikes, enter 

data and much more!

Together we are protecting the beautiful Indian River Lakes area for future 
generations.



Charles & Judy Willis
Douglas Wingerath
Karen & Phillip Winters
Robert & Gail Wright
David & Lynne Wurster
Allan & Bonnie Wysocki
Steve & Deb Wysocki
Dave & Mary Lou Zimpfer
George & Sandy Zinninger
Contributions were made
In Memory of:

Margaret Bonney
Sherwood & Isobel Boyd
Henry H. Carse
Kay Curren
Marion Elizabeth Delaney
Donald & Margaret Eggleston
Frank R. Eyre
Jim Kearney Sr.
Jim Kearney Jr.
Tim Schad
Tim Schau
Patricia Schwarz
Kenneth Thomson
Mort & Anna May Van Epps
Alex Velto
Sarah B. Wade

Contributions were made
In Honor of: 
Marion E. Delaney 
Elliott & Margie Hillback
Nancy Jean McCloskey
Mark & Louise Scarlett
Hector Sutherland &  

 the founders of  MLCP
We'd also like to thank our: 
2015 Program Leaders

Kim Cullen
Steve & Vici Diehl
Ken Schwarz

2015 Event Supporters
Bechaz Riverdale Cheese
Bella’s
Bernier Carr & Assoc.
Brown, Dierdorf  & Renzi
Jan Byington
Carthage Savings & Loan
Chalk’s Marina
Dave Ciechanowski
Clayton Chiropractic
Clayton Island Tours
Clayton Opera House
Clayton Shurfine Market
Clipper Inn
Coughlin Printing
Coyote Moon
Coyote Moon Vineyard
Creative Edge Salon
Creekside Custom Metal

Cross Island Farms
Crossroads Grocery
Curtis Furniture
C-Way Golf  Club
Dan’s Repair Service
Jan Douglass
Betsy DuBois
Dick Edgar
Edgewood Resort
Jeanne Emery
Freighters of  Clayton
French Bay Marina
Geico Insurance-Watertown
Grater Architects, PC
GYMO, PC
Heath Photography
Hicks Ice
Marjorie & Elliott Hillback
Home Again Farm
Johnson Newspaper Corp.
Kall & D’Argenio, CPA
LaFave, White & McGivern, LS, PC
Tammy & Carl Lueck
Marsha Glass Interiors
Gretchen & David Martin
Linda McCausland
Northern Physical Therapy
Party Rentals
Realty USA
Reinman’s Department Store
River Audio
River Rat Cheese
River Wellness Center
River Yoga
RJS Estate Construction
Denise Robertson
Route 37 Bldg. Supply
Rich & Sally Sauer
Save the River
Scott Brown Drywall
Cheryl Simeone
Singer Castle
St. Lawrence Galleries
St. Lawrence Pottery
Kathy Sturr
Taylored Architecture
The 1000 Islands Cruet
Thousand Islands Arts Center
Thousand Islands Bridge Athority
Thousand Islands Land Trust
Thousand Islands Museum
Watertown Savings Bank
Weather Stopper Custom Marine Canvas
White’s Lumber
WPBS-DT, The North Country’s Public Media
Gail Wright

John & Judith Rothermel
Brian Roulin
Robert & Susan Rusch
Stephanie & Sheldon Sanders
Richard & Sally Sauer
John & Liz Scarlett
Mark & Louise Scarlett
Clifford & Barbara Schell
Brooks & Gayle Schneider
Ken Schwarz
Doug & Jan Scott
Al & Carol Sealy
Dr. Michael & Ellen Seidman
Paul & Chris Sherbino
Cheryl Simeone
Tony Simpson
Sixberry Lake Assoc.
Cindy Skinner
Jeffrey R. Smith
Jerry P. Smith
Bill & Kathy Sommer
Bob & Maureen Spafford
Lewis R. Spence
Susan Spencer
Gary & Catherine Squires
John & Marie Steinbeck
Judy Stelljes
Chris & Tami Storey
Donald & Vicky Storey
Ken & Bentley Sturge
Michael Sweeney
Theresa Rotary Club
Barbara Thomas
Butch & Kathy Tipper
John & Paula Tobin
Daniel & Pamela Tordy
Roland & Nancy VanDeusen
Frank C. Venditti
Suzanne & Mark Vislosky
Eva VonAncken
Howard Wade
Amy Wakefield
Robert Wakefield
Cal & Marcy Waters
Craig & Sally Waterstraat
Matthew & Barbara Webber
Tom & Pat Williams

This list represents contributions made between January 1, 2015 and December 31, 2015.  We value the contributions of  all our donors and regret any errors or 
omissions.  Please contact us if  your name should appear on this list.  Thank you for your generous and continuing support!

Your support helps maintain and build new trails, 
provide programs and events and manage preserves.
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Save the Dates
 
 
 
May 7        Birds & Blooms Hike       10:00am

Celebrate the arrival of spring with IRLC!

May 30       Trail Steward Orientation       12:00pm - 2:00pm         

Anyone interested in becoming an IRLC Trail Steward should attend this 
informative training program.

Jun 25       Annual Meeting          

Bring a friend to learn more about IRLC and our exciting plans for the new 
year!

Jul 19       Moonlight Paddle          

Join IRLC & TILT for a fun evening of paddling and stargazing on Millsite 
Lake!

Aug 13      Celebration of the Lakes       5:00pm

Bring your family and friends to the Bella-Brooke Vineyard for an evening 
of great  food, wine, music and fun!

Oct 15       Falling Leaves Hike       10:00am

Enjoy the crisp fall air at this annual IRLC outing!

Don't miss a single IRLC event - make sure you're on our email list by sending a 
note to IndianRiverLakes@gmail.com with the words Join List in the subject line.

Join the conversation 
on Facebook 
     

Facebook search box, or follow the link 
on our website. 

Type "Indian River Lakes 
Conservancy" in the


